
Valentina Bruccoleri 
— ITALY 

PhD, Researcher, Ca’ Foscari University

ABSTRACT

From the Royal Banquet to the ‘Porcelain House’: Use and Display of Chinese 
Porcelain in the Islamic World

The circulation of Chinese porcelains in West, Central and South Asia resulted in an 
increase of pictorial representations of these wares in manuscript paintings produced 
in the Islamic world, particularly after the 14th century. In some rare cases, the original 
prototype of the represented porcelain can be identified, but it is not always possible 
to determine if the painted object is a Chinese porcelain, an Islamic ceramic or even 
a pictorial invention of the painter. However, the importance of the presence in a 
painting of a Chinese or Chinese-style ceramic lies beyond its precise identification.  
It provides us with a number of clues to better understand the taste of the Muslim elites 
for such objects and the way that these wares were used and displayed, particularly  
in Timurid, Safavid, Mughal and Ottoman contexts. This lecture explores the reception 
of Chinese porcelain in Islamic contexts of the 15th-17th centuries. It aims to better 
understand what happened to the Chinese porcelain once it arrived in a Muslim court: 
how this piece was seen, considered, presented and used. It will focus on two main 
categories of representation: their use as high-quality food and drink containers during 
royal banquets, and their aesthetic function, including their display in architectural 
niches of the “chinikhana”, “porcelain houses”. In addition to visual representations, 
textual sources - Arabic, Persian, Ottoman and European - contribute to carry out  
a more precise analysis of the functions of Chinese porcelain at Muslim courts. 
Through an survey of various sources, with a focus on examples which are less 



frequently considered in publications, this lecture aims to provide new insights  
on both the utilitarian and the aesthetic function that Chinese porcelain assumed  
in royal contexts of the Islamic world in the early modern era.
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