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ABSTRACT

Japanese aesthetics in Western contemporary new perspectives of space, 
materials and colour

The paper aims to evidence, by considering specific case studies, the great influence 
that some Japanese peculiar conceptions of space, form, materials and colour had  
and continue to have on European and American life style. Since the beginning  
of the 20th century big names of architecture, design but also fashion and art came  
out with proposals of new forms and models which revolutionized living spaces  
as well as products, but also the way of conceiving the body and the interrelation 
between individual body and private and public spaces. However, in these first  
decades of the twenty-first century the influence of Japanese aesthetics has spread 
even more widely and at a popular level, being assimilated both in mass production 
and in amateur craft making.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Rossella Menegazzo (1973), is Associate Professor of East Asian Art History at the 
University of Milan since 2012, after completing her studies and Ph.D in Oriental 
Studies (History of Japanese art) at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. She has 
organized several international symposiums on East Asian arts and design, and has 
curated many exhibitions and catalogues on Japanese arts, photography and design 
in collaborations with main Italian and international Museums and Publishers. 
Among the last exhibitions: “Enchanted Worlds: Hokusai, Hiroshige and the Art 



of Edo Japan” (Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki, Auckland, New Zealand, 2020); 
“Hiroshige. Visions from Japan” (Scuderie del Quirinale, Rome 2018, catalogue: 
Skira); “Japanese Renaissance. Paintings of Nature on Japanese XIV-XVII Centuries 
Screens” (Gallerie degli Uffizi, Florence 2017, catalogue: Giunti); “Hokusai Hiroshige 
Utamaro” (Palazzo Reale, Milan 2016, catalogue: Skira). Among the published books: 
IRO. The Essence of Colour in Japanese Design (Phaidon 2022, English and French eds.; 
Phaidon/l’Ippocampo 2022 Italian ed.); WA. The Essence of Japanese Design (Phaidon 
2014 English ed.; Phaidon/L’ippocampo 2014 Italian ed.; Phaidon 2017 French ed.; 
Bijutsu shuppan 2017 Japanese ed.); LOST JAPAN. Felice Beato and the Nineteenth-
century Yokohama photography (Electa, 2017, English and Italian eds.).  She contributes 
to several Italian newspapers and press on Asian culture and arts. 

In 2020 she received the Diploma of the Ministry of Education and Culture of the 
Republic of Moldova for the contribution to the enhancement of the collection  
of Japanese prints, heritage of the National Museum of Art of Moldova. Minister 
Corneliu Popovici. 

In 2018 she was appointed as Academic of the Accademia Ambrosiana in the Class  
of Far Eastern Studies.

In 2017 she received the Japanese Foreign Minister’s Commendations FY2017 
(individuals) for “Promotion of Japan research in Italy” (Ref. 117 of the Ministerial list). 

In 2016 she was appointed as “Cool Japan Ambassador” for the promotion of Japanese 
art, fashion, and design. Japan Cabinet Office. Intellectual Property Strategy (Naikakufū), 
“Cool Japan Strategy.” 


