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ABSTRACT

The Archipelago of Madeira in the context of the Portuguese maritime 
expeditions. Casa Colombo-Museum of Porto Santo

The Archipelago of Madeira, namely the Islands of Madeira and Porto Santo, was 
already mentioned in European cartography in the 13th and 14th centuries, although it 
was only officially recognized and the territorial ownership taken by Portugal after the 
siege of Ceuta, circa 1419-20.

Settlement and occupation as well as land clearance and cultivation of the territory 
followed in circa 1425.

The arrival of Bartolomeu Perestrelo, João Gonçalves Zarco and Tristão Vaz Teixeira, 
first to Porto Santo, and then to Madeira, are a symbolic moment of the transformation 
of Portugal into a major maritime trading power as well as a privileged mediator, 
involved in the beginning of globalisation and the cultural encounters of civilisations.

In the 1990’s, in the island of Porto Santo, a small Museum dedicated to the memory of 
Christopher Columbus was inaugurated. Columbus lived in Porto Santo (1476-1485), 
having married Filipa Moniz the daughter of the island’s first governor, Bartolomeu 
Perestrello. The museum was further refurbished in 2005, gaining a new dimension 
and focusing particularly on the strategic importance of Porto Santo within the context 
of the Portuguese maritime expeditions.

A further expansion of the museum and its collection will exert special emphasis 
on the importance of the role Portugal played, at the beginning of the European 



renaissance, in developing cultural encounters and relationships with different 
civilisations. Our aim is to provide the basis for the first National Museum dedicated 
to this very important period in Portuguese history spanning from the 15th to the 18th 
centuries. 
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