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ABSTRACT

A Traveller’s Eye, 25 years travelling in Asia

Inspired by the centuries-long connection between Portugal and Asia, in 1999 I made 
an 18 months journey through Asia which marked the beginning of two decades 
of many returns and travels during which I collected, studied and continuously 
rediscovered Asian art. Today the collection I brought together is rich, comprising 1300 
curated works of art, covering a wide variety of media that pertain to many historical 
periods and the countries of South, East and South-East Asia, a vast part of the world 
that at a certain point was influenced by Buddhism.

From the beginning the Collection was created with the objective of educating 
Portuguese audiences about the “real” Asia and not simply the Portuguese and 
European encounter with the continent. It was also my intention to have this 
Collection become public and have its artworks permanently displayed to the public 
with the opening of a “Casa Asia” in Lisbon. 

The long intellectual journey of collecting and studying these works of art and 
different cultures and countries has been a most pleasant and rewarding personal 
adventure and the opportunity and joy to dramatically change my opinions and ideas. 
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