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ABSTRACT

Asia in Dresden: Augustus the Strong’s exceptional porcelain

The Porzellansammlung of the Staatliche Kunstsammlungen Dresden, Germany, has 
preserved one of the largest and most important holdings of Chinese and Japanese 
porcelain dating from the 17th and early 18th centuries. Acquired during the reign  
of Augustus the Strong (1670-1733), Elector of Saxony and King of Poland, these East 
Asian porcelain treasures were exceptionally well documented. The original, written 
inventories are still largely extant today. This combination of an early, extensive 
collection of more than 8.200 East Asian ceramic objects and their contemporary 
recordings presents a unique time capsule of the history of collecting and trade 
between Europe and Asia. 

This paper will give an introduction to the king’s strategies in collecting East Asian 
porcelain and the way in which these fragile objects were used and displayed at his 
palace in Dresden. Apart from their mere functionality, these items served, as ‘exotic’ 
and luxurious commodities and helped to shape the cultural and artistic exchange 
between China, Japan and Europe. To research and catalogue this exceptional 
cultural heritage, The Dresden Porcelain Project was established in 2014. The 
objective has been to develop a digital platform to showcase the entire reference 
collection with the extant archival material. For the very first time in the history of the 
Porzellansammlung the entire historical collection will be made freely available. This 
way, the project and its platform will enable future research and appreciation  
for the exchange of Asia and Europe in the early modern period.
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