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ABSTRACT

The circulation of folding screens in the early modern world

The arrival and settling of the Europeans in Japan and China in the early modern 
period had an impact on the circulation of commodities and objects on a world scale. 
Moreover, it also originated a new material and visual culture. In Japan, the Painting 
Seminary introduced a new repertoire to the long-established production of folding 
screens, and its transfer to Macao after the expulsion of the missionaries in 1614 
allowed the continuation of its achievements in this territory. This presentation aims  
at analyzing Macao as a place of production and consumption of painted folding 
screens using Japanese construction techniques and merging different pictorial 
languages. Furthermore, it will explore the impact of the mercantile relations  
of the Philippines with Japan and Macao on the dissemination of screens to the  
Vice-Royalty of New Spain and their use in this distinct social and cultural context.
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